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subject). It is noteworthy that the British Govern-
ment made no such claim when the Germans at-
tempted to blockade Great Britain during the last
war: it was the method of the blockade, by sub-
marines and mines, and not its purpose which was
challenged.
Inhabitants in Enemy-Occupied Territory
The rules of International Law are not limited
to protecting the non-combatant against intentional
attacks by the enemy military forces; they also pro-
tect him when the enemy has occupied his country.
The view that the victor might enslave and pillage the
vanquished was rejected both in theory and practice
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
This principle, accepted by all civilized countries,
was stated in Article XLVI of The Hague Regula-
tions which reads: 'Family honour and rights, the
lives of persons, and private property, as well as
religious convictions and practice, must be re-
spected. Private property cannot be confiscated/
That the Nazis have completely disregarded every
provision of this Article by their actions in Poland,
they themselves have stated with some pride. They
have deported hundreds of thousands of the in-
habitants, they have pillaged their property, and
have destroyed their churches. No attempt to justify
these acts from the standpoint of International Law
or morality can be made: they can only be explained
by the primitive doctrine that the conqueror may
destroy the conquered. Vae victis!
Acts of War against the Combatant Forces
The laws of war include a large number of rules